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Faculty to create more academic opportunities Kirschbaum' s
prints shown
at Watkinson
ALYSSA ROSENTHAL '13
NEWS EDITOR

More than 100 faculty members
gathered together for the Presidential
Mellon Grant-funded faculty retreat in
October 2011 to discuss how to make
Trinity a better institution academically
and socially by its 200th birthday in
2023. The result was the creation of six
proposals, set to be launched in the
spring of 2013, "designed to increase stu·
dent engagement with academic pur·
suits, in theory and in practice," accord·
ing to Dean of Faculty Rena Fraden.
Though still a work in progress, these
programs are designed to give students
more opportunities to challenge themselves academically, take charge of their
education, and ensure that they have
had the best experience possible in their
four years at Trinity.
At the retreat in October, faculty
members compared pedagogical values
and aims in teaching in order to create a
list of common goals to work towards.
According to Fraden, these include
"more collaborative learning and teach·
ing for both faculty and students;
enhanced research experiences for stu·
dents; more intensive advising of stu·
dents; and deeper connections between
the academic and social lives of stu·
dents." Fraden said that faculty "did not
feel it was important that all students
enjoy the same experiences but rather

-

EMILY MISENCIK '14
ARTS EDITOR

COURTESY OF PETER RAGOSTA '15

Trinity Faculty hope to promote collaborative learning and common goals with the redesign of academics.

that we highlight and make possible at
Trinity many different kinds ofintellectu·
al communities," so students can ''become
self-reflexive about their education [and]
become independent learners."
Following the establishment of these
common goals, the Ad-Hoc Trinity Mellon
Committee called for proposals that
would further them, and after receiving
11 chose to fund six. Fraden called the
funded proposals "consonant with the values and themes expressed at the retreat."
The first proposal, written by Paul E.
Raether Distinguished Professor of

Urban International Studies Garth
Myers and Professor of History and
International Studies Dario Euraque, is
the Co-Curricular Initiative on "Cities."
Myers said that the main goal of the pro·
gram is "to carry students to a conscious·
ness that fuses urban challenges in our
city, state, region and country with a com·
passionate vision of the parallel dilem·
mas out in the wider urban world." In
order to do so, students will be invited to
enroll in any of the 28 classes that will be

see FACULTY on page 6
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Various religions and traditions
have their own way and form of
addressing God. In Judaism, God's
names are approached with a sense of
awe, devotion, and utmost respect.
Trinity College Professor of Fine Arts
Robert Kirschbaum recently opened
an exhibit at the Watkinson Library
entitled "Shaped by Books: The 42·
Letter Name." The exhibit is focused
on Kirschbaum's print folio/artist's
book, entitled "The 42· ;Letter Name,"
along with the books a,nd images that
Kirschbaum states, "influenced,
inspired and informed" the folio, as
well as his prints and general artistic
style. Each of Kirschbaum's abstract
prints in the collection illustrate an
image of a cube that has been morphed, modified and arranged into various geometrical designs and Jewish
symbols that resemble temple icons,
various architectural forms and the
four Hebrew letters that comprise the
Tetragrammation, the four Hebrew
letters that form God's name in the
Hebrew Bible. The series contains a
combination of Jewish mysticism and
symbolism that refers to The
Creation,
coinciding
with
Kirschbaum's exploration of Judaic
concepts of sacred space.
Kirschbaum became interested in
Judaic subject matter and art during
his youth. In 1961, Kirschbaum
"spent nights learning Hebrew and to
read 1brah in preparation for (his) bar
mitzvah," while studying mechanical·
ly, drawing in the New York City pub·
lie school system during the day. A
graphic arts shop class sparked his
interest in printmaking, gaining expe·
rience with letterpress and intaglio
printing. A childhood find of his
grandparents' fragile prayer books in
his parents' basement, a "kind of per·
sonal Dead Sea Scrolls," · further
inspired Kirschbaum's art and this
work in particular. Kirschbaum pur·
sued his artistic talent, receiving
undergraduate degrees from the
University of Rochester and Boston
Museum School before receiving his
MFA from Yale in 1974. Since then,
Kirschbaum has received numerous
grants and awards including 3
Fulbright Awards and an Artist's
Fellowship from the New York
Foundation for the Arts. In addition to
Kirschbaum's Watkinson exhibit, his
work has been exhibited at the Lalit
Kala Akademi (The National Academy
of Fine Art) in New Delhi, India, the
New Britain Museum of American
Art, William Benton Museum of Art at
the University of Connecticut, and is
in many collections, including the Yale

COURTESY OF ivanibarra.rumblr.com
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Tripod Editorial
The Drift of It Everything
My first experience with an
e·reader came earlier this
semester when I borrowed a
Kindle from a classmate in
order to read "The History of
Love" by Nicole Krauss. For
years I had been reluctant to
try this new technology, preferring instead the yellowed
familiar pages of a novel or
textbook. Adorned with cute
names such as Kobo, Kindle
and Nook, e·readers have
many gimmicks to get you to
hop on the bandwagon. They
are lighter than some books,
allow for an entire library to be
stored in once device and give
you the option to adjust the
brightness on the screen.
However, in our quest to
improve the convenience of
reading through e·readers, we
lose much more than we gain.
The lightness of a book
should never be analogous to
its relative worth. "The
Stranger" is a slim little novel,
but the subject matter that it
tackles is tremendous. "Great
Expectations"
and
"Remembrance of Things Past"
are epic tomes, but should we
throw them aside because they
don't fit perfectly in the palm of
our hand? We must find value
in the weight of the words of a
novel, not in ounces and
pounds, but rather in the con·
tent of their ideas. The fact
that e·readers have a percent·
age bar at the bottom of the

page is detrimental because
the point of reading is not to
finish; it is that you are never
finished. It is possible to be
eighty percent through a book
and still have no idea what the
author is talking about, what
philosophy he is drawing from
and what the main characters
signify in the broader context
of the literary period in which
the author is writing.
Let's continue with aesthet·
ics. E·readers give the reader
no sense of the physical pro·
gression of a novel. You can't
move forward or backward, you
can only change screens. This
ruins the dimensions of a novel
both real and imagined. A vital
aspect of literature is how a
text progresses from beginning
to end, and not just in plot or
character development. Ereaders weaken this in each
novel, withholding from the
reader an essential understanding of literature. We lose
all sense of craft when the
dimensions are "one·size·fits·
all." Uniformity yields conven·
ience, but it sure doesn't create

art.
The environmental argu ·
ment is a falsity as well. If you
think you are saving the envi·
ronment by reading books on
an e·reader, you need a reality
check. A bound copy of even the
trashiest "Twilight" novel will
last generations, even cen·
turies if properly taken care of.

What is the maximum lifespan
of a Kindle: five years, maybe
six? And it's not like recharge·
able batteries and light-up
screens are made out of some
magical organic substance, like
trees that can be replanted or
something. The chemicals and
minerals that make up an e·
reader have to be mined or ere·
ated in a lab, fused with other
chemicals, assembled by small
children,
packaged
and
shipped to Barnes & Noble.
Before we start clicking
arrows instead of turning
pages, we should give books a
second chance. The next time
you enter a bookstore, particu·
larly one that has one of the
nifty Nook stands right at the
entrance, I urge you to walk
past the crowd of soccer moms
and middle aged couples
swarmed around the kiosk.
Instead, find the fiction section
and walk down the aisles while
you read the names tattooed on
their spines. From Asimov to
Austen, Wordsworth to Yeats, I
guarantee that the feeling you
will get when surrounded by
such genius will be more satis·
fying than any download you
can make in sixty seconds.
-MHM

Control yourself for everyone's sake

1101!1
Staff meetings are held Tuesday nights at 5:30 p.m. in
the Tri.pod Office in the basement of Jackson. Join us!
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With the new Social Policy you or your friends in college. by simply tossing out your
well into effect, we have to It is up to us to keep our trash.
We shouldn't need the
ask how well it is working, friends in line and give them
and what is the best way to the gentle reminder when administration to babysit us
continue to enforce it. When they need to "get their shit and give us a bedtime of two
the Trinity administration together." If they start acting a.m. among other rules, and
created the Social Policy over like that person you don't neither party wants this.
winter break, students were want to be associated with, They were probably perfectly
angry with the school's lack of hint to them that every time happy maintaining a distance
consultation and communica· they drink, it isn't necessary from us and letting us set our
tion about the best approach to act like it's the first time own social rules. But it is
embarrassing for us that
to writing and enforcing the they have ever had a drink.
We complain about people someone other than our
policy. They treated us not
like adults but as children spreading gossip and whis· friends have had to come in
who needed a list of rules to pering about our drunken and tell us to shape up our
be governed by.
mishaps. If you don't want act. That shouldn't be their
The school's desire for people talking about that job. So next time your friend
Trinity students to be more time you fell on our face or starts to reach that level,
composed and mindful people picked a fight with someone remember that it will save
is a valid request that most who wasn't even talking to yourself and your friend a lot
students can agree with. We you, then don't fall on your of embarrassment if you tell
them to get their act together.
could all afford to not have face or pick that fight.
our campus speckled with red
With Spring Weekend
-MHB
solo cups and discarded beer coming up, we need to be
cans on Sunday mornings and especially mindful of our
students belligerently mak· somewhat ridiculous habits.
ing their way down Vernon Everyone envisions them Street. But this enforcement selves lounging on the Quad
But the
is not going to come from with our friends.
administrators
and
uni· administration has expressed
formed officers telling us not their disapproval of the trash
to litter and not to be so slop· that students drunkenly dis·
py; it must come from stu· card on the grass. Why must
sacrifice picturesque
dents watching out for each we
other. It is up to us to keep Spring Weekend Quad social·
our friends in check and call izing because of a few stu·
them out for their overly dents who are too lazy to
drunk tendencies and tell walk the extra 20 feet to a
them when it's-time to relax.
recycling bin? Take one for
No one is going to ground the team and set an example
rtpo ,
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It's all about liberty: national healthcare Murder: A History of
Violence and Bigotry

excesses seeing that they can- increases collective costs? The
not economically continue to issue here is liberty, not what
PROF. OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
support them. And finally, for- is good for us, and not efficiention and lobbies Republican
Once again the New York get that the majority of cy, cost or economies of scale.
WILLIAM YALE '12
state legislators, who then
Times has gotten matters Americans were opposed to Liberty ultimately is neither
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
introduce
ALEC's legislation
almost precisely backwards. this unseemly rush to enact- free nor inexpensive.
On
the
night
of
February
word-for-word
into their legisThe Supreme Court, and
In its editorial for March 28, ment as well as the substance
26,
a
black
teenager
named
latures.
These
laws pass in
2012 the Times asserts the fol· of what was produced. These especially the liberal Justices
Trayvon
Martin
was
returning
states
with
Republican·majorilowing: "In ruling on the con- are all political issues to be if they are to be serious,
should focus intently on pro- to his father's house in ty state legislatures and
stitutionality of requiring most dealt with at the ballot box.
Americans to obtain health
What is at stake is whether viding an answer to the ques- Sanford, Florida from the near- Republican governors.
And ShaimaAlawadi's murinsurance, the Supreme Court we live in a limited govern- tion of what limits there are to by 7-Eleven when he was shot
and
killed
by
the
local
der
is part of a culture of bigfaces a central test: whether it ment or not. Are we still citi- the power of the Federal
Neighborhood
Watch
volunteer,
otry
that is endemic to parts of
will recognize limits on its own zens with inviolable liberties Government. The burden of
George
Zimmerman.
Three
America.
Last year in a Tripod
proof
authority to overturn well- or the subjects of a paternalisis on the State. Well
weeks
later,
Shaima
Alawadi,
opinion,
I wrote about the
rehearsed
and
articulate
as
he
founded acts of Congress." tic State that knows what is
an
Iraqi-American
Muslim
and
protests
against
the construcwas
in
defending
the
position
That is not the central ques- good for us and will deal with
mother
of
two
who
had
immition
of
a
Muslim
community
of
us
in
the
same
fashion
wellthe
Obama
Administration,
tion.
grated
to
the
United
States
center
in
downtown
intentioned
pet-owners
deal
the
Solicitor
General
fumbled,
It is mindboggling that this
with
her
family
17
years
ago,
Manhattan
and
the
infamously
bumbled
and
ultimately
had
assertion comes from the bas- with their Golden Retrievers?
tion of liberalism that has so What Tocqueville called "soft- no response when asked what was found shot in her El Cajon, bigoted comments of former
he and the Administration Cali. home with a note next to The New Republic editor,
long supported the Supreme despotism" is still despotism.
Peretz
("Frankly,
Court as a third legislative
It is irrelevant that in the saw as the limits on her body saying, "This is my Marty
country.
Go
Muslim
life is
Government
authority.
branch suited to legislate from eyes of some Obamacare is
Apparently,
this
simply
wasn't
good
for
us.
The
newly
infathe bench while ignoring the
back to yours,
What is the appropriate cheap,
most
notably
to
elected legislative branches mous broccoli is good for us- an issue for them. They clear- terrorist." She
reaction to the murders of
Muslims." He
and the voting public.
Of can the Federal Government ly followed the formula: if it is died three days
Trayvon Martin and
added, "I woncourse, now the shoe is on the mandate that we eat broccoli? a good idea, then the Federal later.
Government
should
do
it
by
In
both
Shaima
Alawadi?
Anger
is
der whether I
Can
the
State
other foot. But
In
constitutional
mandate
that
whatever
means.
the issue is not
cases,
tragic certainly acceptable. But need
honor
terms, is the comthese people and
we drive only
Does
the
Federal ironies abound.
judicial
action is more useful. The
pretend
that
American cars Government have the authori- Trayvon was
restraint,
an
merce clause so "elasbecause creat- ty to impose something like unarmed, car- only way to prevent mur- they are worthy
issue previously
tic" that it can be
ing
domestic Obamacare, or do American rying
only ders like these is to work of the privileges
foreign to the
used
to minutely legTimes; the real
jobs is good? citizens have an intrinsic some
candy against ALEC-endorsed leg- of the First
islate every decision
Heart health is arena ofliberty into which this and an iced tea.
issue is whether
. l .
d
b
Am e n d m en t ,
ts atton an to com at
which I have in
good,
and legislation intrudes? These Alawadi was
there are any
in our lives before
gut
the
limits whatsohealthy hearts core questions simply were not not only a nat- mindless bigotry in one's my
the fact?
own life.
sense that they
ever on the
save money in asked by the Administration uralized citiwill abuse.").
authority
of the
Federal health care; can the State or the Congress that rushed zen, but she
Government.
What is the appropriate
mandate that we consume ade- this legislation through in had fled Iraq after Saddam
To get to the heart of the quate amounts of fish oil and such an unseemly fashion. Hussein's government hanged reaction to the murders of
matter, we must forget for a jog 30 minutes a day under But the limits of the State and her uncle and persecuted the Trayvon Martin and Shaima
moment the justified anger State supervision? Cancer is the liberties free from intru - Shiite Muslim community. Alawadi? Anger is certainly
over the unprecedented arro- bad and expensive to treat; can sion of citizens must be the Members of her family served acceptable . .But action is more
gance by which what has come it be mandated that we always central questions for the as cultural advisors for the useful. The only way to prevent
to be called Obamacare was wear a sunscreen and maxi- Court, not the unbelievably U.S. Army to train soldiers who murders like these is to work
enacted. Bills consisting of mize our intake of anti-oxi- untimely and uncharacteristic were going to be deployed to against ALEC-endorsed legismore than 2000 pages were dants? Must we have cameras issue of judicial restraint Iraq.
lation and to combat mindless
produced and 18 hours later in our homes so that a bureau- raised by the New York Times.
And both murders have bigotry in one's own life.
votes were mandated. Then crat can make sure we took our
Our Republic was founded caused uproar (including a Trayvon and Shaima are dead,
the act was finally passed fish oil and used our sun - on a Constitution of limited, protest in Hartford last and nothing, not even the
using the arcane mechanism of screen? The examples are delegated authority. Is that Saturday attended by members arrest of George Zimmerman
"reconciliation" when in fact increasingly familiar, but also still the case? Do American of the Trinity community)- and Shaima's murderer, will
both houses had not passed a endless. Where explicitly are citizens still have a defense and comparisons between the fill the emptiness in their fampermutation of the ultimate the limits to government against even humane elites two. Trayvon wore a hoodie, ilies' lives. But we can do our
bill-and the normal require- authority?
who think they know more Shaima wore a hijab. Both part to change the national culments for reconciliation had
In constitutional terms, is than those subjects they care murders were probably the ture and save future teenagers
not been met. Never mind for the commerce clause so "elas- for, the infantilized mainte- result of racial profiling. In and immigrant mothers. We
the moment that many of the tic" that it can be used to nance of whom they take as Trayvon's case, the local police can act.
really controversial issues minutely legislate every deci· their duty? Do we still have a department has so far not
were filled in after the fact by sion in our lives before the constitutional defense against arrested George Zimmerman
Executive fiat far from the fact? Or will we be left with those who think they were because he claimed self-defense
view of the voting public - so the liberty to make the impor- born with a divine right to be under Florida's "Stand Your
much for open public discus- tant decisions in our lives as booted and spurred the better Ground" law, which immediatesion.
we see fit, even if we occasion- to saddle and ride us for our ly requires law-enforcement
Forget for now as well that ally choose poorly and it own good?
officials to prove that a suspect
no such massive social prodid not act in self-defense. The
gram has ever been passed in
El Cajon police department
this country without bi-partiand the FBI have not caught a
san support. Never mind that
suspect in Alawadi's murder
members of the President's
and have yet to call it a hate
staff, in a moment of undiscicrime.
plined, victorious ebullience,
These are not isolated incilet slip explicitly that the
dents, but part of a culture of
administration
and
violence and bigotry. Florida's
Congressional
supporters
"Stand Your Ground" law is not
knew that this bill would not
unique to Florida. The law is
work, but was a necessary step
similar to laws in 24 other
on the road to a single-payer
states because of the work of
Europea n Statist health care
the National Rifle Association
system. Forget even that as
(NRA) and the American
the Obama Administration
Legislative Exchange Council
COURTESY OF 3.bp.blogspotcom and Wesley Smith. (ALEC). In particular, the latCOURTESY OF www.abcnews.go.com
rushes in, the Europeans are
bailing out of such Statist
A cartoon poking at O bamacare by making the point that the government is closely involved.
ter group writes model legisla- Treyvon Martin was shot and killed at 17.
DR. GREGORY SMITH

Opinioqs put forth in this section are those of the writers themselves and cb not reflect th_e views of The Trinity Tripod nor of its staff.
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United States and Pakistan must align on nuclear program
tary sanctions on Pakistan
from the U.S., unless the U.S.
certified on an annual basis
Pakistan started develop- that Pakistan didn't possess,
ing its nuclear program in or was working on developing,
1972, under the leadership of nuclear assets . Eventually
then Prime Minister, Zulfiqar this amendment was lifted in
Ali Bhutto. The program was 1998 under the administramainly started due to India's tion of then President Bill
development
of
nuclear Clinton.
weapons (India conducted its
Pakistan and the U.S.
first unsuccessful nuclear have yet again forged a crutests as early as 1974). cial, if not always cordial,
Bhutto's successors, despite alliance in the war on terror.
their huge political differ- Both the countries have made
ences, remained committed to important
contributions
the
nuclear
p ak'is t an an d th e US
this
. . towards
cause
and
cause. However,
p a k i s t a n have yet again forged a the U .S., along
event u a 11 y
crucial, if not always
with its other
successfully
cordial alliance in the allies,
still
'
tested
its war on terror.
Both the r~mains
.suspi. h
d c10us of Pakistan's
n u c 1e a r
countries ave ma e nuclear
weapons
in
assets.
1997, seven- important contributions The fear is that
teen
days
towards this cause.
these
nuclear
arms might fall in
after
India
carried out its own first suc- the Taliban hands and might
cessful test. To this day, India eventually be used against
and Pakistan are in an arms the U.S. and its other allies.
race, trying to overtake each The suspicion partly stems
other in the development of from previous accusations on
these nuclear assets. The need Pakistan for selling its
to have such weapons of mass nuclear designs to Iran, North
destruction stems from the Korea and Libya.
desire to counter-balance the
Whether a country should
military might of each other.
possess nuclear assets at all is
The U.S., along with other another debate for another
countries, has tried its best to day. Let me focus on the
keep Pakistani nuclear pro- threat that the U.S. feels it's
gram under check. Pakistan exposed to from Pakistani
was subjected to the infa- nuclear assets. Yes, the evimous, and much despised, dence does point to the fact
Pressler Amendment in 1990. that Pakistan had been
This put economic and mili- involved in the sale of nuclear
AHMED JAWAD '13
STAFF WRITER

designs to the three countries
mentioned above. However,
automatically assuming that
this would result in the
Taliban getting the opportunity to lay their hands on these
assets is an unwise suggestion.
These doubts initially
arose when Taliban were able
to establish a stronghold over
Swat, a city hardly a few hundred miles away from the capital, Islamabad. Accusations
were that Pakistan has
Taliban sympathizers in the
mid-level hierarchal structure
of government. These elements are supporters of conservative, Islamist, Wahabbi
ideology of the Taliban and
would not consider the
Taliban a threat to the solidarity
of
the
country.
Moreover, Pakistan was also
labeled as a quasi state that
might not be able to repel a
Taliban takeover if the
Taliban were to advance, in
which case the safety of
nuclear assets would be in
great jeopardy. In fact, one of
the clauses of the infamous
Kerry-Lugar Bill dealt with
the Pakistani nuclear assets.
All these doubts are valid
and should be discussed in
detail. However, this as well
is another debate for another
day. Let me start by pointing
out to the fact that in
Pakistan, military is the
strongest, and most well disci plined, institution. This might
not necessarily be an ideal sit-
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uation for a state striving for Pakistan's nuclear weapons
democratic liberty. However,
can be electronically locked
what this ensures is that the at any given time, before and
nuclear . program of Pakistan after they have been fired
remains as a top priority secu(which of course means
rity wise.
before they have hit the tarThe military is in charge of get). Hence, the possibility of
providing security for the a rogue element that has
nuclear assets of Pakistan.
decided to shoot some missile
It's one of those luxuries that can be completely discounted.
only add to the might of the
Lastly, the most impormilitary. Hence, these assets tant part of a nuclear weapon
are extremely important for is its warhead. Without actithem. This has ensured that vating the warhead , a
the military provides top- nuclear weapon is useless.
class security for these The authority to activate a
w e a p o n s .
H ence, t h ese assets are nuclear .weapon
.
h h
R umors h ave it
rests wit
t e
that
only a extremely important for President
of
handful of peo- them. This has ensured Pakistan. Only
ple know about that the military provides he knows the
exact
t
. rior
code to arm the
the
op-c l ass security
whereabouts of
nuclear
warthese
assets. these weapons. Rumors heads and only
And these peohave it that only a
he can order a
ple might not
handful of people
nuclear attack.
even
include
k
b
t
th
t
the
now a ou
e exac
pSo unless
.d
.
. .
sittmg
resi ent is a
the
Prime Minister
whereabouts of these
sympathizer of
and
the
assets.
the
terrorist
President
of
forces working
Pakistan.
against
the
It should also be noted world, it's hard to imagine
here that all the parts of the that these weapons can be
nuclear assets are not kept used to carry out attacks on
together. If a nuclear mission any other country's soil for
is to be launched, these part the sake of terror.
would have to be transported
I believe there are many
from different secure, secret other global issues that
locations to one place, the should be of more important,
weapon would have to be and of higher priority, for the
assembled, and eventually world
than
Pakistan's
only the President can trigger nuclear assets. Raising such
the nuclear weapon. The only doubts about the safety of
known location with respect these weapons is only going
to the nuclear weapons in to harm the U.S.-Pakistan
Pakistan is Kahuta, which is relationships. Moreover, raiswell inside Punjab, and far ing these doubts also gives an
away from the reach of the impression to the people of
insurgents. And even Kahuta Pakistan that the U.S., and
is only home to the Khan other western countries,
Research Laboratories, which wants to destroy the nuclear
is an emerging laboratory for assets of Pakistan rather
the development of long-range than just securing them.
missiles. This is the only piece This, in turn, adds to the
of information that is avail- unpopularity of these counable to the general public and tries, which makes the coopthe high-ranking government eration of the state even
officials.
harder. Hence, such considerMoreover, the nuclear pro- ations should be taken in the
gram of Pakistan is modeled larger context, and attention
on that of United State's, must be focused on the task
which is to say, that at hand.
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A satellite image of the Khan Research Lab in Kahuta, wh ich is developing long-range missles.
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Leaving my northeast cultural bias behind: Embracing the Midwest
LILY PEPPER '12
STAFF WRITER

John Updike, an American
novelist, poet and critic
famously said, "The true New
Yorker secretly believes that
people living anywhere else
have to be, in some sense, kidding."
This rather biased
notion of the rest of the world
is a commonly shared New
Yorker mentality that I was
indoctrinated into while grow·
ing up. My mom's family lives
in the New York City area,
spread out between the Upper
East Side, Long Island and
Westchester and I spent most
weekends of my childhood surrounded by and enjoying the
many aspects of New York City
culture.
Every weekend there was a
different New York City activity to look forward to experienc·
ing and I soaked in every
ounce of culture I could. My
grandma loved taking me to
the Metropolitan Opera with
her friends to see the opera;
my mother brought me to see
the New York City ballet; my
father always was discovering
new restaurants that he insisted I try with him; my cousins
and I went to shows on
Broadway; my friends from
home and I spent countless
days just walking around and
window shopping; boys took
me on dates to many of the

museums and exhibits; and
during the winter holidays my
whole family always went to
see the Nutcracker ballet and
then to Rockefeller center to
see the tree. These amazing
New York City activities that
were a vibrant part of my childhood had me convinced until
recently that there was no
other place in the world that
could have culture to compare.
Granted, there is no other
place like New York City in the
entire world, but that does not
mean that culture does not
exist outside of my childhood
bubble. I studied abroad in
Israel, traveled throughout
Europe and recently took a trip
to Kansas City and St. Louis,
Missouri (two cities your aver
age Northeasterner has probably never had reason to visit) .
Prior to going abroad or traveling to the Midwest for the first
time, I could not fathom that
there was any other place on
earth that could even begin to
compare with New York City.
While New York City will
always have a special place in
my heart, I have started to
realize that there is more to
experience than just what is
contained within my beloved
Island.
I found myself thinking
about this notion of culture and
its ability to exist in places
other than New York when I
was abroad. Not surprisingly,

traveling to the Midwest
stirred up these familiar
thoughts once again. While I
was abroad for seven months I
traveled frequently and in
each new city or country I was
constantly shocked and in awe
of the amazingly different cultures and unique experiences
each place had to offer. This
ever-recurring theme of wonder made me realize that I had
a serious case of cultural bias
and sorely needed to take off
my "cultural blinders."
While in Kansas City, I
experienced an all-new dose of
cultural bias. Prior to this
trip, my view of the Midwest
was very skewed. I thought
that the Midwest was simply
all farmland, populated with
more livestock than people. I
thought the Midwestern people were all a bit crazy,
extremely conservative and
formed the backbone of the
extremist factions of the
Republican Party. Little did I
know how wrong I was.
I went on tours of both
Kansas City and St. Louis and
was just as impressed with
these American cities and their
people as I was with the
·European cities I visited and
the different Europeans I met.
Granted, these cities had different things to offer, but were
remarkable nonetheless. Over
the course of the weekend I
was exposed to the wonderful

college town surrounding
Washington University in St.
Louis, the amazing shopping
district in Kansas City as well
as
the
nightlife
and
Midwesterners in Kansas City.
I think the thing that
impressed me the most was
that countless people in
Kansas City were so proud of
the revitalized and improved
downtown area known as the
"Power and Light District."
The Power and Light District
describes itself as "offering
over half a million square
feet .. .is the mid-west's premier
entertainment epicenter. With
more than 50 unique and captivating shops, restaurants, bars
and entertainment venues, the
district offers something for
everyone."
I spent my
Saturday evening enjoying
many of these awesome venues
and constantly found myself

thinking, who knew all this
amazing culture existed outside of New York and the rest of
the Northeast?
I believe that I am like
many New Yorkers and other
Northeastern Americans in
that we find it hard to fathom
that life can really exist outside of our precious bubble.
However, I continue to surprise
myse1fwith each and every trip
that I take and look forward to
experiencing all the culture
that I have yet to discover
around the world. I wish that
New
other
Yorker/Northeastern friends of
mine shared this mindset but
it seems that we continue to
have a very difficult time leaving our comfort zone. Perhaps
we all need to take off our cultural blinders and take a
chance to really see the world
around us.

COURTESY OF www.visitkc.com.
Kansas C ity Power and Light District located downtown, something the residents take pride in.

NEWS
The Trinity Tripod

Junior invited to Japan by chemist
NATALIE WEINSTEIN '14
STAFF WRITER

In October 2011, Alexandra
Nicaise '13, a neuroscience
major from Hamden, Conn,
received an unexpected email
from Misato Nishimura, head of
International Affairs at the
National Museum of Nature and
Science in Tokyo, on behalf of
Japanese Nobel Prize laureate
in chemistry Ryoji Noyori. The
email was an invitation to
attend a special ceremony commemorating the tenth anniversary of the Noyori Science
Awards.
In 2002, Nicaise wrote a
research paper for a sixth grade
class, entitled, ''Ryoji Noyori: A
Pioneer in the Synthesis of
Chiral Molecules." In her paper,
she called Noyori "an extraordinary chemist that changed the
world of chemistry" by discovering a new molecule that could
help with the synthesis of only
one enantiomer of many chiral
molecules, which are threedimensional molecules that are
not superimposable on their
mirror images. Each of the two
superimposable mirror image
molecules is called an enantiomer. ''Thus, a chiral molecule
can always exist as a pair of its
enantiomers," Nicaise wrote in
her paper.
At the request of her father,
' Trinity
Visiting
Assistant
Professor of Chemistry Olivier

Nicaise, she sent a copy of her
paper to the prize-winning
chemist in Japan. At the time of
Nicaise's paper, Noyori was
Director of the Research Center
for Materials Science at Nagoya
University and a professor of
chemistry; he also had more
than 400 publications to his
name. Noyori was rather
impressed with the sixth grader's work and in April 2002 he
sent her a signed certificate
labeled, "Award for Excellent
Research Paper 2002." He also
sent her a letter stating, ''You
must be an imaginative, highly
talented schoolgirl. I am afraid
that only ten female scientists
have been awarded the Nobel
Prize
in
the
100-year
history ... However, your name
may be added to the great list in
the future." The certificate and
letter had been in her closet for
the past ten years. After receiving Nishimura's email, Nicaise
decided to unearth the documents.
Nishimura, having done a
little detective work, found
Nicaise's name and college on
Facebook. He then found her
email address on Trinity's web
site and sent her the following,
''The purpose [for which] I am
writing you today," said
Nishimura, "is to confirm
whether you are the very person
Dr. Noyori has been looking for."
The reason for the email was to
invite the Trinity junior to

Japan, from March 25 to April 1,
for the ceremony.
Nicaise's surprise invitation
inspired her to do some detective
work of her own, to verify the
validity of the email, invitation,
and awards ceremony and make
sure they were legitimate. She
quickly discovered they were.
Noyori, now the president of the
RIKEN
Natural
Sciences
Research Institute just outside
of Tokyo, was so inspired by
Nicaise's research paper that he
created an award, The Noyori
Science Awards, "to encourage
more children and students to
have positive attitudes toward
studying science." Since 2002,
Noyori has awarded the prize to
a new student each year. This
year marks the tenth year of the
prize and the dignified chemist
decided he wanted to invite, as
his "special guest," the young
woman who had inspired the
establishment of the prize so
many years ago.
Nicaise
accepted
Nishimura's invitation and
began preparing for her trip
abroad. When asked about the
whole experience she exclaimed,
''I'm really excited and pretty
surprised that this all happened
with one little paper." Nicaise
has spent the past week in
Japan where she has been busy
with her presentation, the ceremony, visiting the museum and
the RIKEN institute, and 'doing
some well-deserved sightseeing.

-The Gavel SGA This Week

Messages Fro1n the

SGA
SGA Election Debate
Tuesday, April 10, 2012
Mather Dining Hall
5:3opm - 6:3opm
Food will be Provided

2012

Please come out and support the future SG
Executive Board. The debate will include
candidates vying for the positions of
President, Executive VP, VP of Finance, VP
of Entertainment, and VP of Multi-Cultural
Affairs. The debate will be hosted by Tariq
Islam '12 and will be moderated by
Professor Dell'Aera. Candidates will discuss
current issues on campus. Vice President
positions will be allotted ten minutes each
and the positjoncof President +w;illr J,engiy~

2ominutes.

Faculty retreat yields proposals to improve academics at Trinity
continued from page 1
associated with the initiative
and to attend urban-themed
events held throughout the
year. These events would
include films, musical and
artistic events, and seminars,
and would culminate in a
major symposium in the
spring of 2013. There would
also be a new 0.5 credit course
for students enrolled in any of
the Initiative's courses to supplement their experience.
According to Euraque, the program is based on a year-long
academic initiative that took
place in the 1997-1998 academic year.
The
Problem
Based
Learning Collaboration will
involve classes all focused on
some aspect of Health and
Human Rights. Authored by
Professor of Psychology and
Neuroscience Sarah Raskin,
Charles A. Dana Research
Associate Professor of Political
Science and Director of the
Human Rights Program Sonia
Cardenas, and Professor of
Biology and Environmental
Studies Joan Morrison, the
proposal "would allow stu dents to more closely identify
with their major discipline
while using that information
to learn across disciplines,

[and] it would present a real semester and to bridge the gap
application of this knowledge between first-year students'
to solve real-world problems," intellectual lives in and out of
according to the written pro- the classroom," according to
posal.
co-author Dean of the FirstThe three classes involved Year
program
Margaret
would
be
Lindsey.
studivided into
The
"We will know we
small groups,
dents involved
are on the right path
each with stu would
be
dents
from
expected
to
if our students begin
each
class,
attend
six
film
to talk about the varand each stu screenings and
ious projects dent
would
six
one-hour
Trinity in 2023 (T23)
make
a
discussions
unique contriover the course
- they are engaged in
bution to solvof the semester.
with us and with
ing the probThe films,
each other. That will
lem they were
specifically
be the sign of our
given based
selected to proon their aca voke
debate
greatest success, now
demic focus.
and
discussion,
and up to 2023."
Raskin
would deal with
believes the
"a
profound
Dean of Faculty
program "will
human experiallow
stuence, an ethical
Rena Fraden
dents
to
dilemma, a natunderstand
ural phenomethat their expertise is impor- non and/or a contemporary
tant, but also to see that by societal problem," according to
working with others they can Lindsey. Associate Professor of
get a broader sense of how to Biology
Kent
Dunlap,
use the material that they are Assistant Professor of English
learning in class."
Prakash
Younger,
and
The Common Intellectual Assistant
Professor
of
Experience for First Year Psychology Nicole Dudukovic
Students is a film series course are also principle authors of
"designed to extend the first- this proposal.
year seminar into the spring
The Community Based

Research proposal was written
by Associate Professor of
Economics
Carol
Clark,
Associate
Professor
of
Educational Studies Jack
Dougherty, Associate Professor
of Political Science Stefanie
Chambers, Assistant Professor
of Psychology Laura Holt, and
G. Fox and Company Professor
of Economics Diane Zannoni.
Through this program, stu dents would have the opportunity to take part in year-long
research projects utilizing
members of the Hartford com munity and local organizations. Students would receive
credit for their project, along
with an expense grant to carry
out their research.
The fifth proposal is the
Advising Portfolio. Created by
Professors of Engineering
John Mertens and Dave
Ahlgren, this program would
give select students the opportunity to work closely with a
faculty member over their four
years at Trinity and to build
an electronic portfolio of all
their best work that could be
easily sent to potential
employers at the end of their
college career.
Mertens said the program's
vision is for each faculty mem ber involved to have a diverse
group of 12 students, three

from each class, who would
meet four times a semester. As
part of the program, for which
participants would receive
0.25 credits each semester,
students would have to complete certain tasks each year;
for
example,
sophomores
would have to write a proposal
for acceptance into their chosen major and all seniors
would have to present their
senior exercise or project publicly. Though many particulars
are yet to be determined,
Mertens believes the program
would "build a lot of links that
don't exist now."
The final funded proposal,
authored by Director of
Leonard Greenberg Center for
the Study of Religion in Public
Life and Professor of Religion
in Public Life Mark Silk, is the
Social Organizations: Theme
Houses. The program hopes to
eventually establish up to 12
theme houses, each "devoted
to a particular area of activity
or interest, not departmentally
linked but designed to engage
students and faculty around
common intellectual/cultural
interests," according to the
written proposal. Each house
would have a student board

continued on page 8
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Student documentary hits YouTube
opinion of the Social Policy in
general and then show what
we think the social policy
On March 10, Trinity should really be about, which
Action Films uploaded a docu- you can see by the end of the
mentary
titled
"Trinity film."
College Social Policy Review"
Burke, then described
on YouTube. The film was pro- what she believes is the mesduced by Trinity students who sage of the film: "The social
are participating in an intern- policy currently enacted is
ship called TrinityAction! The more of a drinking policy and
internship opportunity is what we do need is an actual
being overseen by Visiting policy that deals with the
Lecturer in Film Studies social issues at Trinity, like
Robert Brink. The documen- racism, homophobia, campus
tary features interviews from safety, and Trinity's relationseveral students, some of ship with the Hartford com whom are part of the Student munity, all issues that need to
Task Force, as well as Dean of be addressed way over the
Students Frederick Alford.
social policy."
The film is broken down
At the end of the documeninto six sections: Irresponsible tary, Task Force member
Drinking, Social Policy Forum, Bryan Farb '14 explained that
Social Changes, Party School the issue of drinking is "probaImage, Student Task Force, bly like 100 on my list." Farb
and Moving Forward. In short, believes that "student culture
the film aims to chart the pro- has a whole host of problems
gression of student thinking far more important than
regarding the Social Host drinking." Similarly, Annick
Policy.
Bickson '13 believes "the probRachael Burke '14, a dou- lem is that the issues at
ble major in Film Studies and Trinity are institutional. What
Creative Writing, is part of the Trinity's Social Policy really
TrinityAction! internship, and needs to deal with is the social
participated in the film's pro- problems at Trinity, the interduction. In talking to Burke personal problems at Trinity."
about the documentary, she
For Farb, other important
explained that Brink was look- aspects of his Trinity experiing for a group of passionate ence beyond drinking include
students to work on creating classes, and relationships with
films to provoke discussion at professors, classmates, and
Trinity.
friends. As Farb explains, "if
According to Burke, the you depend on an institution
ALEXA MEHRABAN '13
STAFF WRITER

I gtfa'l 'Of.the filni i'S t

~'show

the

time that's a poor reflection on
you, not the institution." He
believes that students should
work with administration and
each other, realizing that we
all depend on one another for
our well being.
In regards to outsiders
watching the film, Burke
believes "the video will show
just how intelligent Trinity
students are." Describing the
film as "impressive" and
"thought provoking," she
believes that outsiders and
prospective students will be
impressed with the fact that
Trinity students are willing to
talk about and question an
issue they are passionate
about. On the other hand, she
feels that some students
"might be turned away," and
students "who want to go to
Trinity because of the way it
was before maybe shouldn't be
the students we are looking
for."
TrinityAction! is currently
working on a second documentary on Campus Safety and
plans to complete a third short
film by the end of the semester. Trinity Action Films has
also created a Facebook page
called "Trinity Action-Films."
The film has been featured on
"In the 'Cac," in a blog post
called "About that Social
Policy." The video received
over 1,000 views the by the
end of it's first week on
YouTube and the numbers con-

or on a culture to have a good

Tllis Week at
Cateet Sentit:es
Wednesday.. Apr. 3
Student Panel Piscussion: How ILanded an
Internship/Job
12:15 p.ttt.

Thursday, Apr. 4
traduate Study in Psychology lnfortttation
Session with Randy Lee '66 and John
Carlson '98
4:00 p.ttt.

Friday.. Apr. 5
Show Me fhe Jenef its! For Seniors - Frottt
Sweatpants to Slacks
4:00 p.ttt.

tinue to grow.

CAMPUS SAFETY ·
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Don't be some Bobby
that we used to know

Friday March 30, 2012
- An intoxicated student was found outside of the Clement Chemistry
Building. TCERT and EMS responded and evaluated the student. He
was too intoxicated to remain on campus and was taken to Hartford
Hospital for observation.

-A student was found intoxicated and bleeding from a hand
injury at Seabury Hall. Investigation revealed that the student had
punched a wind.ow in Jarvis and cut his hand. The student was
removed from campus to Hartford Hospital to treat his hand and for
observation for intoxication.

Saturday March 31, 2012
-A student was studying in the Library and decided to return to
her dormitory. The student left her study materials including her
laptop unattended in the Library. When the student returned to continue studying the laptop was missing and had been stolen.

Write For News!

Sunday April 1, 2012
-A student vomited from intoxication on the campus shuttle. The
student vomited on the seats and the floor. During the identification
process the student and her friends became verbally abusive to
Driver Wayne McBride and other Campus Safety officers were
called to the scene.

Contact Alyssa Rosenthal or Nick Auerbach
to write for News
alyssa.rosenthal@trincoll.edu
or
nicholas.auerbach@trincoll.edu
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Plans to increase academic options and programs·
continued from page 6

and also 10-15 affiliated
Faculty Fellows. The proposal
states that the theme house
system would function "both
as a social alternative to the
fraternities and as the locus
for interaction between faculty and students," and that it
"would be the kind of bold
move that outside observers
would immediately recognize
as representing a fundamental transformation of Trinity
College."
In a letter to the faculty,
Fraden stressed that while
the success of the projects
themselves is important,

"what is crucial is sustaining
the spirit of experimentation
itself and the great fun of discussing and trying something
new." Part of the Mellon Grant
money has been set aside to
bring in consultants to evalu ate the success of the programs and to fund a follow-up
retreat in a year to evaluate
the progress being made. "We
will know we are on the right
path," Fraden said," if our students begin to talk about the
various projects - Trinity in
2023 (T23) - they are engaged
in with us and with each other.
That will be the sign of our
greatest success, now and up
to 2023."

$5,000 SCHOUIRSHIP OPPORTUNITY
The Jim Murray Memorial Foundation (JMMF) is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, established in 1999 to perpetuate the Jim Murray legacy, and his love for and dedication to his
extraordinary career in journalism. The JMMF mission is to award five (5) $5,000 scholarships
annually to print journalism students through a nationwide essay competition.
The Jim Murray Memorial Foundation presents its annual essay contest for a $5,000 scholarship to be awarded to a Trinity College student who meets the following guidelines:
-The Trinity College student must be a Connecticut resident.
-An applicant must be a sophomore intending to declare an English major or a junior who has
declared the English major and will graduate in spring of 2013.
-An applicant must show integrity of character, interest in and respect for his/her fellow
humans, and the energy to use his/her writing talents to the fullest extent.

If you are interested, please contact Professor David Rosen in the English Department, ext.
4159 or via email - david.rosen@trincoll.edu for the Essay Format Guidelines. Trinity CollegeHartford is Jim Murrays alma mater. The English Department at Trinity College will review
essays and declare a finalist to be named a Murray Scholar. All submissions must be delivered to Professor Rosen no later than Monday, April 16, 2012.
2012 Essay Question
Write a column-style personality profile that paints a word portrait of a coach, player, referee, fan or any other interesting personality related to sports in your community. Use observation and interviews with your subject and those who know him or her to create a compelling
character for your readers.
The Jim Murray Memorial Foundation will issue a $5,000.00 scholarship check to Trinity
College, to be used for the scholarship recipient's 2012-2013 academic needs. The Murray
Scholars are invited to attend the 2012 Murray Scholar Reception and Awards event in south-

COURTESY OF PETER RAGOSTA ' 15

ern California. Date to be announced. Air and hotel accommodations will be provided for each

Students study in Peter B's; the new programs would encourage collaborative work.

News In Brief- School Shooting Kills Three

Pilot Goes to Court after Meltdown

A school shooting took place at Oikos
University in Oakland California on
April 2, 2012. At least three people were
killed and others were wounded. SWAT
team officers took up positions around
the school, the school was evacuated and
the police say they have the suspect in
custody. This shooting happened only a
month after a student opened fire in his
school cafeteria in Ohio.

The JetBlue pilot arrested after
having a meltdown mid-flight has
been ordered held without bond by a
federal judge. Clayton Osbon yelled at
air traffic controllers before turning
off radios and monitors, banging on
the cockpit door, and giving what his
First Officer described as a sermon.
The plane was forced to make an
emergency landing.

Texas Hunter Shot in Head

Pastor Preaches More Sex

A San Antonio man was rushed to the
hospital Monday morning after being shot
in the head while hunting vermin. Deputies
received a phone call from Stephen Edward
Davis's hunting partner saying he had
been shot, and he was conscious but in critical condition when he was taken by ambulance to San Antonio Military Medical
Center. The men were believed to have
been hunting feral hogs before it was clarified they were hunting vermin.

A Cincinnati pastor is beginning a
campaign to encourage his parishioners to have more sex. Pastor Mike
Scruggs will begin preaching on this
controversial topic on Friday from a
pulpit containing a bed and a stripper
pole. Scruggs believes that more sex is
the glue that keeps marriages together, and divorce is more likely in relationships where the couple has less
sex.

Hiker Saved from Lion by Bear

Milk Floods Seattle Highway

A 69-year-old man claims he was
saved by a mother bear when he was
attacked by a mountain lion while hiking. Robert Biggs said he passed a bear
and her cub on a trail, and shortly after
was bending over when a mountain lion
jumped on his back. Biggs was fighting
for his life when the bear grabbed the
mountain lion by its neck and tore it off
of Biggs.

A semi-truck hauling a giant tank of
milk driving on a Seattle highway
Sunday morning lost control, rolled
over, and spilled nearly 1,000 gallons of
milk onto the road. According to
Washington State Patrol, the truck hit
a speed limit sign before coming to a
stop. All westbound lanes of the highway had to be shut down overnight to
clean up the road.

Murray scholar.

Interco negiate,,. .
Update
Harvard College

Bowdoin College

Harvard has accepted a record-lo
.9 percent of applicants for the Class
f 2016. Of an applicant pool o
4,302, a total of 2,032 initial offers
ere given. This is the seventh year in
row that Harvard's admissions rat
as fallen. Of those students accepted,
0.2 percent are black, 11.2 are Latino,
nd 10 are from foreign countries.

The Brunswick Police Department
discovered 126 marijuana plants,
numerous semiautomatic weapons and
ballistic vests, large amounts of cash,
and dozens of illegal prescription pills
hen it attempted to arrest Brunswick
resident Aaron Fickett on unrelated
charges. Fickett had an outstanding
rrant for his arrest.

Columbia University

Wesleyan University

Columbia will commit $30 million to increasing faculty diversity. The
funds will be dedicated to "the recruitment and support of outstanding
female and underrepresented minority
scholars," University President Lee
Bollinger
and
Provost
John
Coatsworth said in a statement. The
administration and the individual
schools will cover the funding.

Wesleyan's Olin Library was closed
over their Spring Break because of
fumes emanating from the main elevator, and the library was closed for the
day. The smell was identified as a
resulting from an overheated pump
causing the elevator oil to start buming. The fumes were not poisonous
but were a potentially tremendous fire
hazard.

Brown University

Dartmouth College

Students from Brown, the Rhode
Island School of Design and Providence
College joined forces to restore the 101year-old synagogue on Broad Street as
part of RISD's annual Alternative
Spring Break project. Formerly Temple
Beth-El, the synagogue was revived as
part of the six-day project, which
involved cleaning and renovating the
exterior of the synagogue.

The Undergraduate Judicial
Affairs Committee dropped all 27
hazing charges against members of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity on
Friday. The withdrawal of charges
came two days after Rolling Stone
magazine published Former SAE
member Andrew Lohse's account
of his experience of hazing at
SAE.

Rupert Murdoch Gets Pied
STAFF WRITER

April Fool's Day is a time for tricks
and pranks, jokes a nd games. I'm sure
that many celebrities will be pran ked
and pranking today, bu t many of th em
have been victims to very public and
embarrassing tricks. In honor of April
Fool's, let's look at some of t h e funni·
est celebrity pranks.

A

Kim Kardashian's Flour
Bombing
Just last week, the starlet was
flour bombed at the launch of her new
perfume. An angry woman decided to
lob a plastic bag full of flour, wh ich
clocked Kardashian in the head and
covered the reality star in flour. Per
usual, Kardashian handled the inci ·
dent with grace and poise, and quietly
stepped off the red carpet to clean herself up. But what seemed like an inno·
cent flour bombing at first, quickly
turned into a legal matter. At first,
Kardashian would not press charges
against the woman, but now may
reverse her decision and pursue legal
action against the infamous flour
bomber. Soon, it was revealed that the
flour bomber was a member of PETA,
(People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals) an organization that sister
Khloe is an active member of. Khloe
withdrew her membership and sup·
port from the organization following
tljte incident, delivering a blow to

PETA.

COURTESY OF thesuperficial.com

Kim Kardashian gets bombed by a bag of flour last week.

-Sacha Baron Cohen' s Ash
Dumping

Last su mmer, during News Corp's
phon e h acking scandal hearings,
Chairman Rupert Murdoch r eceived a
pie in t he face by an a ngry protester.
Later, t h e protester was identified as
J ohnnie Marbles, a British comedian.
In th e middle of t he h ear ing, a pie sud·
denly flew in t he air in a perfect pro·
jectile and smacked Murdoch in the
face. Quickly, Murdoch's wife Wendi
swooped in walloping and attacking
Marbles. To man y, Wendi's cou nter
attack was far mor e surprising t ha n
th e pie t h rowing itself, as the fo r mer
volleyball player used her powerful
athletic prowess to defend h er h us·
band from the epic pie la unch er.
•

>

•

~.

COURTESY OF lukepraterswordsalad.com

Rupert Murdoch gets pied by an angry Johnnie Marbles.

Tricks Betw een George
Clooney and Br ad P itt

At this year's Academy Awards,
Sacha Baron Cohen dumped an urn of
fake ashes from North Korean dictator
Kim Jong Il on red carpet interviewer
Ryan Seacrest. For many, this was seen
as typical behavior from "Borat" star
Sacha Baron Cohen, while others saw
this as inappropriate at a high profile
event like the Oscars. Was he simply try·
ing to be funny, or was he fully embrac·
ing his role in his film ''The Dictator?"
Regardless of his motives or intent,
Cohen's ash dumping was one of the
most talked about events at the Oscars
and certainly brightened up the event
among all of the drab dresses.
T.hankfully, E! anchor, Ryan Seacrest
will not be pressing charges.'

COURTESY OF blog.>ap1ic.com

Sacha Baron Cohen dumps fake ashes on Ryan Seacrest.

Best friends, co·stars and philan·
thropists, George Clooney and Brad Pitt
constantly wage a prank war against
each other. Whether it is Clooney put·
ting bumper stickers on Pitt's car say·
ing "Small Penis Onboard," or Pitt call·
ing out Clooney during an awards
speech, these two constantly bicker
back and forth. Unfortunately now, the
jokes are getting a little too old and one
sided, as Clooney has overpowered fam ·
ily man Pitt in the tricks and jokes.
These two have a long history, and it
will continue to be even more entertain·
ing in the years to come.

TrilitJ C(llege Hosts the 7th A•aal
l1terutitlal HiP lop Festiral
fhe seveMth aMMual frlMlty IMttrMatloMal Hip-Hop
took place last weekeMd aMd attracted frlMlty studeMts aMd 111e111bers of the co11111tuMlty. fhe festival
took place over three days, aMd IMcluded lectures like
wfhe History and Aesthetics of Klswahlll Lyrlcls111,
#Hip Hop and tlobal Hu111an llghts,N as well as arts
events at the Miii, fll111 screenings, workshops and
perfor11taMces.
N

Highlights Included:
Jrother AH
Shad
The Cor"el West Theory
Sa-Roe+ Sol Messiah
Native Su"

Sweatshop U"lo"
tutl-A"gel
la" Ka111au
Los Rakas
Narcy

....
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Trinity's Amnesty International hosts nonprofit organization
EMILY JOHNSON '14
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Thursday, March 29, Trinity's
chapter of Amnesty International hosted the nonprofit organization called
Give Us Names, which works to abate,
if not end, the displacement of citizens
in Colombia. Dan Roge, a member of
the group's six-man team, spoke to a
small group of Trinity students about
the three to five million displaced peo·
ple in Colombia, the highest number of
internally displaced people for any
country in the world, according to a
2010 United Nations report.
The group defines displacement as
"the enforced departure of people from
their homes, typically because of war,
persecution, or natural disaster." The
high number of displaced people in
Colombia is, in large part, a result of a

COURTESY OF giveusnames.org

Amnesty International welcomes speaker Dan Roge.

policy called Plan Colombia. In 2000,
Plan Colombia was instated by
Colombia and backed by the United
States, calling for, among other things,
increased aerial eradication as a strat·
egy for eliminating drug crops, specifically the cocoa plant, which is cultivat·
ed and made into cocaine. According to
the presentation, a stronger version of
Roundup is sprayed from planes over
farms in Colombia growing cocoa, an
illegal crop in the country, without concern about farmers' other crops.
Roge showed a documentary entitled "Leaving La Floresa" made by the
group about a trip to Colombia, during
which they met the Joya family, one of
the many families displaced as a result
of the ongoing fumigation. Abelardo
Joya and his wife Olga, who have been
together for 13 years and have five
children, lived in the countryside and
grew cocoa, used to make chocolate,
not cocaine. Regardless, in the spring
of 2010, the Joya's farm was covered
with the herbicide used to kill coca
plants, destroying their crops and
livelihood. Sadly, the Joya's case is not
unique.
The fumigation damage meant
Abelardo could no longer provide for
his wife and children. They were forced
to move to a slum outside the city of
Barrancabermeja, where Abelardo
worked 12-hour night shifts at a con·
struction job for little pay. Feeding his
family in the slums was difficult for
Abelardo, and the area surrounding
their slum was dangerous. As a result,
the Joya family would spend the
majority of time in their house, a shack
no bigger than what most would consider the size of a single bedroom.
Often, the family went hungry. In the
documentary, Olga stated, "If you don't

COURTESY OF giveusnames.org

Plan Colombia was created to eliminate the growth of the cocoa plant, which is cultivated into cocaine, an illegal

have money in the city, you don't eat."
In addition to food, other things that
were naturally available in the country
cost money in the city, making even
more difficult for the family of seven to
survive.
Upon leaving Colombia, the six men
of Give Us Names promised to work to
change the United States policy known
as Plan Colombia. They also vowed to
get the Joya family out of the slums
and back onto their farm. After a year
and a half of fundraising and spreading awareness, with the help of one
unique
Colombian
organization
(ACVC, Asociaci6n Campesina del
Valle del rio Cimitarra), Give Us
Names was able to help the Joya family move back onto their farm.

The next step for Give Us Nam es is
to help as many other families like the
Joyas as possible, while always working to bring attention to the problem
and change the policy that causes such
unwarranted displacement. Roge
spoke about the fact that most solutions have to do with food and shelter;
they are basic, yet important aspects of
everyday life. While the basics have to
do with the seemingly simple concept
of housing, Roge recognized that there
is a greater issue of "home" at hand.
More than a roof over the head of a
previously displaced family, home is
about the combination of neighbors,
economy, and support from the community- so desperately needed by many ·'n
Colombia.

Speaker enlightens community on issue of gender in rap music
HANNAH HOLLAND '15
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last Thursday, March 29, Byron
Hurt captivated listeners from the
Trinity community with his telling
expose on how masculinity is viewed in
American society and more specifically, within rap and hip-hop music culture. Hurt shared his own personal
struggle to find himself beneath the
crippling pressure society constructs

COURTESY OF theayglist.wordpress.com

Hurt's talk kicked off the Hip Hop Festival's weekend.

in order to be identified as a real
"man.,,

Hurt is a highly regarded anti-sexism activist, cinematographer and talk
show host. From a young age, Hurt
says he identified with civil rights
leaders and actively worked to stand
on their shoulders and further the
progress of civil rights. It was not until
he graduated from Northeastern
University that he realized how pervasive anti-women's sentiments are and
the correlation they have with problems of race. He was asked when interviewing for a job with the "MVP
Project" how African-American men's
violence against African -American
women could possibly uplift the
African-American community. After
finishing the interview, he finally
understood this concept.
Hurt began the seminar by drawing
with a marker, a large, black square on
a pad of paper. He then asked the men
in the audience to call out words that
they believed dictated what it means
to be a man. The empty box was quickly filled with words and phrases such
as emotionally detached, strong, tough
and provider. Despite physical characteristics such as age, race or background, every man in the room was in
agreement on the words chosen. The
words were describing the quintessen tial macho man. They created the
image of "hypo-masculinity" that
American men strive for.
Afterwards, Hurt asked the audience what words they might be called
if they neglected to act like the man

COURTESY OF hiphopscholar.org

The speaker discussed the image of masculinity in rap.

illustrated by the words in the box.
With fervor, stinging words such as
bitch, soft and weak were shared. Hurt
then pointed out that the underlying
link between the words that were used
to belittle men were traditionally said
by male chauvinists to describe
women. These words functioned as
more than just insults, but as social
controls used to put men back in their
place. When men do not act as hypermasculine as society dictates, they are

seen as less of a man, and less of a person. Why would a man ever leave the
social constraints of being a "man" long
enough to be able to find who they truly
are, if by doing so they run the risk of
being seen as weak and worthless? Hurt
argues that they wouldn't.
The words on the paper, whether in
the box or out of the box, are what contribute to violence and degradation of
women and limit the opportunities of
men that have no choice but to act in the
only way society has deemed acceptable.
Through the masculinity that is forced
upon men, they are paralyzed within the
"box" and ultimately have nothing else to
draw from but those ideals. Hurt
explained that there is no reward and no
benefit for men to standup for women
because by aligning yourself with women,
your masculine credibility is challenged.
He then showed the audience clips
from his movie, Hip-Hop: Beyond Beats
and Rhymes, which further highlighted
the disconnection between men and
women in our culture. The history of violence and misogyny that is now so strong·
ly associated with the hip-hop culture has
been well established in America. Rap is
a physical manifestation of customs that
predate its existence. Hurt urged the
audience not to view this as "male bashing," but rather as a look at how our culture might grow to become more support·
ive of women. Speak out against misogy·
ny and give space for men to be free to
break the male mold. Hurt's presenta·
tion was the first of many organized
events put on by the International HipHop Festival this past weekend.
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Food Dudes: Cavos offers an authentic, delicious, Greek meal
TAYLOR PERRY '14
STAFF WRITER

was flavorful with its crunchy exterior and gooey, salty center. I was very
enthusiastic about this dish as it
reminded me instantly of family outings as a child. The hummus platter
was made all the better by the warm,
fresh pita that it was served with. We

finished the chickpea and garlic dip
rapidly and moved on to our entrees.
We ordered both the chicken and
gyro pitas and the chicken souvlaki
platter. The gyro, "spit-roasted" carved
lamb, was complemented with a yogurt
tzatziki sauce and tomatoes and

I have always been told to never
judge a book by its cover, and as we
arrived at Cavos Tavern and Pizzeria
in Newington, Connecticut, I kept this
advice in mind. From the outside,
Cavos seems like a dreary, underwhelming cafe. However, as we
stepped through the entrance, I was
surprised by what I saw. Inside, the
restaurant was filled with chic and
cute decor. The restaurant looked
newly renovated with fun, mosaic tiled
and bright orange walls mixed with
dark woods reminiscent of a Greek
isle. The lighting was bright yet created a cozy and intimate environment.
We settled in a booth in the side room
that was a stylish new interpretation
of the traditional, cozy diner environment that I typically associate with
Greek food.
Being Greek myself, I was very
interested to see how authentic the
menu was. I have grown up with the
concept that feta cheese reigns
supreme over all others, and I can
always respect a menu with that in
mind. It proved to have a range of
Greek favorites including dolmades
(stuffed grape leaves), pikilia hot and
cold platters (hummus, tzatziki, skordalia with pita and fried zucchini) and
gyro platters and pitas. We began with
an assortment of appetizers ranging
from spanakopita, to saganaki, to a
hummus plate. The spanakopita, phyllo dough wrapped with spinach, leeks,
feta and dill, was flaky, delicious and
perfectly cooked. The spinach and feta
combination was delectable at a
a.Ql~ll~Yi. ~ c{ici,ll~& '.1'1'.etsagauaki, .a, tr,a - -""'. ~- _
., .
ditional Greek pan-fried aged cheese, Cavos delivers a variety of classic Greek food choices for eager diners who are money-conscious but still hungry.

onions. The meat was wrapped in a
warm fresh pita. The chicken souvlaki
was made with the same yogurt and
cucumber tzatziki sauce, making the
chicken even more moist and appetizing. The chicken souvlaki platter had
the same sauce although was served
with a side Greek salad and a choice of
French fries or lemon rice. The skewers of souvlaki chicken were hot, tangy
and complemented the yogurt sauce
very well. The menu also includes a
wide range of meats from lamb,
shrimp, chicken, pork, and cod, offering authentic, traditional Greek
meals. These meals include moussaka,
a potato and eggplant meat sauce
casserole, lamb chops, a favorite of my
fathers, and bakaliaro, a fried cod
dish.
For those who are not as enthusiastic about Greek food as I, Cavos offers
Italian samplings of calzones, grinders
and pizzas with added Greek flare
such as the Greek Isles Special, a
pizza with shrimp, garlic, capers,
onion and feta. The menu also gives a
long, authentic wine list straight from
Greece and offers traditional desserts
such as baklava and galaktoburiko.
Baklava, layered phyllo dough baked
with honey and toasted almonds, is
one of my favorites, yet I was too full
from dinner to enjoy it!
The servers were kind and amiable
with suggestions on meal selections.
The cook also thanked us for our
patronage upon exiting. The restaurant gave off a friendly atmosphere,
making it seem as though you are dining with family. The meal left us with
full bellies and full wallets as we got a
lot of food for not very much money. I
am exc1 ed to . return and perbaps
bring my Greek family along!

Poet honors Hugh Ogden's work with reading
KARISA CERNERA '14
FEATURES EDITOR

Last Wednesday, March 28, poet
Steve Foley gave a reading at the
Wean Terrace Room in Mather Hall.
Foley is the 2011-2012 winner of the
Ogden Poetry Prize and is a published
author and teacher. His poems have
been featured in major publications
such as Northeast Magazine, Friends'
Journal and The Portland Review. He
has also published two novels, one
chapbook entitled, "With the Hollow of
Your Hand," and a full-length novel
entitled, "A Place at the Table." A book

COURTESY OF rrincoll.edu

Foley was the honorary Ogden poet this year at Trinity.

signing and reception followed the
reading.
Foley graduated from Trinity
College in 1972 and went on to become
an esteemed member of the literary
community. While at Trinity, Foley
was inspired and mentored by the late
Hugh Ogden. "Hugh was not only my
teacher and mentor but also my great,
great friend," said Foley. Ogden's
daughter, Cynthia Ogden, told the
audience that Ogden thought of Foley
as his friend and believed him to be a
great writer. She even read excerpts
from Ogden's own journal where he
praised the literary skills of Foley.
"What a benefit and blessing to have
him help me on my own writing," Foley
commented.
Along with being a distinguished
poet, he worked for over 30 years as a
teacher, English Department Chair,
and director of dramatic productions
at middle and high schools in the
Connecticut public school system
before his retirement in 2007. He is
the winner of numerous awards,
including Poet of the Year, awarded to
him by the New England Association
of Teachers of English in 1980. During
the last three decades, Foley has given
readings at highly-esteemed places
such as The New Britain Museum of
American Art and the Sunken Garden
Poetry Festival.
Foley took the time at the reading
to not only showcase his work, but to
also honor his friend and mentor Hugh
Ogden. "My goal for this evening is to
have Hugh share the spotlight with
me," said Foley. Foley did so by read-

ing excerpts from Ogden's book "Gift"
as well as "Bringing a Fir Straight
Down." Foley told the audience that he
was inspired by Ogden and his abilities as a poet. "At the end of a Steve
Foley poem, we stand with him
because of his warmth, his knowledge,
and his skill with words, more aware
of the preciousness of life and what it
means to be sensitively aware," said
Foley of Ogden's poetry.
Foley also read many of his own
poems including "The Favorite Game,"
"The One Who Names" and "Up to
You," as well as many more of his literary pieces. He says that much of his
inspiration comes from what he
knows. He looks to his family and
friends for material. His two children
are the muses for many of his poetic
works. Foley also used his native city,
Hartford, for inspiration in his work.
His poem "Smoke" takes place right
here in the city of Hartford.
Foley is the fourth annual Ogden
Poet to be chosen as part of the Ogden
poet recipients. Every year, the prize is
awarded to a Trinity alumnus/na who
is a published poet (including journals,
books and other mediums). Family,
friends, colleagues and former students of the Late Hugh Ogden established the endowment. The Ogden
Poetry presentation is apart of
Trinity's Smith Reading Series.
Annually, the college hosts between
eight and 10 readings by nationally
acclaimed writers and poets.
To learn more about Hugh Ogden
and his literary career please visit his
website at www.hughogden.com.

Thinkine of writine for

features?
Contact Lvdia Kav
Lvdia.Kav@trincoll.edu
OR

Karisa Cernera at
Karisa.Cernera@trincoll.edu
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Kirschbaum's exhibit "Shaped by Books: The 42-Letter Name"
continued from page 1

University Art Gallery, the
U.S. State Department, and
the Pennell Print Collection of
the Library of Congress in
Washington, DC.
Kirschbaum began working
on "The 42-Letter Name" in
2007 and 2008, selecting
prints from his appropriately
titled Devarim series, which is
Hebrew for "words" and
"things," while the plural
form, davar, translates to "elements" and "letters." To form
each image, Kirschbaum constructed a cube comprised of
27 smaller cubes, carving
away individual cubes to create his desired arrangement.
The abstract prints, consisting
of white lines on a black background, were printed in 2009
by Robin Price in Middletown,
Conn. A portfolio box was
designed and fabricated by the
bookbinder Sarah Creighton to
house the folio. The minimalist colors and lines also tie in
with religion, as the cube's
lines are theoretically radiating in all directions similar to
God's limitlessness and intricacy. In addition, the cube
itself has a dual meaning,
serving as both an abstract
concept and a concrete image

similar to the Name of God as
a concept and his concrete
word that takes a physical
form through spirituality.
Each geometric shape and the
deliberate evocation of Jewish
symbols can also be viewed as
a "fragment of Creation."
Kirschbaum further states
that in "'The 42-Letter Name' I
seek to link the Creation-an
act of divine constructionwith the Temple as a model of
the universe."
The text booklet from the
folio also contains two essays.
One essay, entitled "Secret
Names" by Trinity College
Professor of Religion Ronald
Kiener, expands on Judaism
and the Names of God, including the secret 42-letter name.
Through the text, the reader
learns about the explicit 42letter name, which consists of
the first letter of each word in
a 42-word prayer, the Ana
B'koach. Rabbi Nehunya hen
ha-Qanah is the reputed
author of the 2,000-year-old
prayer. Kiener's essay also
educates the viewer on the
"holy and sanctified" aspect of
the name, that "is transmitted
to one who is discreet, has
reached the middle of his life,
and speaks agreeably with
people," thus the person who

uses the name in purity "is
beloved on high and popular
below; he is feared by the people; his learning endures; and
he inherits this world and the
next." Including Kiener's essay
further informs the viewer on
the dense historical and religious background that influenced Kirschbaum's exhibit.
The
second
piece
is
Kirscbaum's own essay, also
entitled
"The
42- Letter
Name," giving background
regarding the prints' artistic
process and religious symbolism along with some personal
background information.
In addition to the two
essays, the exhibit contains literature and paintings that
influenced Kirschbaum. Some
examples of literature include
comic books, the graphic novel
"God's Man," and Edwin
Abbott's "Flatland," which
appropriately coincides with
Kirschbaum's use of geometric
shapes. Artist works by El
Lissitzky and Theo Van
Doesburg are also included in
the exhibit, illustrating the
utopian ideals of early modernism through isometric
drawing and architecture.
Kirschbaum has worked
with Jewish subject matter for
many years prior to "The 42-

Letter Name." In 1990,
Kirschbaum produced a series
of paintings that referenced
"The Sacred Portal," meditating on the structure of sacred
entrances to both the city of
Jerusalem and the Temple.
This soon led to his "Squaring
the Mount" series. Three etchings from that series can be
viewed at The Zachs Hillel
House on Trinity's campus.
Recently, he has been working
on a series of mixed media

paintings commenting on the
"Akeida," the Sacrifice of
Isaac. Kirschbaum's abstract,
geometric shapes and religious symbolism create an
intriguing form of art, as
noted in "Shaped by Books:
The
42-Letter
Name."
Kirschbaum's exhibit may be
viewed at the Watkinson
Library at Trinity College
from Monday to Friday 10
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. until
Friday, April 13.

COURTESY OF ROBERT KIRSCHBAUM
Kirschbaum's print folio/artist's book, "The 42-Lerrer Name," is currently on display at the Watkinson

TJ{JS 1VTTX IN Jl'RTS
ART NEWS FROM THE WORLD AT LARGE
CHLOE MILLER'Lf.&EMILY MISENCIK'Lf.

We've listed art news from the week below, complete

Jeefing artsy?

with a brief recap:

The much,anticipated re,release of "Titanic"
in 3 D opens on Wednesday, April 4 across the
nation. Director James Cameron joked, "The
ship still sinks," about the epic romance first
released in 1997.
MTV is reviving a show from 1985 called
"Art Breaks" that highlights a series of down,
town artists. The series premiers April 2 and
features artists selected through a partnership
with MoMA affiliate museum PS 1.
A New Jersey teenager suffering from cancer
scored a date with Taylor Swift to the American
Country Music Awards, but unfortunately was
hospitalized and was not able to attend the
event on Sunday.
The cult favorite NBC show "Community"
returned to the air after facing near,cancellation
last fall. However, the show faces an even rocki,
er future as Chevy Chase mentioned that he
"probably won't be around that much longer."
The hugely anticipated second season of
HBO's "Game of Thrones" premiered Sunday
night. The show is a high fantasy series set in
an ice and snow covered world.

'Tliere's sti{{ tfme to sliow off
your artistic sicfe.

Write for arts!
Contact:
Emily or Chloe
at
emily.miscencik@trincoll.edu
chloe.miller@trincoll.edu
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This week at Cinestudio:
''The Adventures of TinTin''
SAMIA KEMAL '14
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This weekend, Cinestudio showed
"The Adventures of TinTin," an animated
movie based off the 1950s comics by
Belgian artist, Herge. The movie originally premiered in theaters on Dec. 21,
2011 and grossed a total of about $370
million worldwide during its run. The
movie also won 'Best Animated Feature
Film' at the Golden Globe Awards, making it the first non-Pixar film to win in
the category.
"TinTin" was directed by Steven
Spielberg and produced by Peter
Jackson, two heavyweights in their own
respective arenas. Both were avid fans of
the comic strips as children, and their
teaming up resulted in a push for the
highest caliber animation. The use of
motion-capture animation was employed
in the production of ''TinTin." A hybrid of
both live action and 3D animation,
motion-capture records the movements of
actors, resulting in animation data that
is then mapped on a 3D scale. The result
is visually enthralling and moves artfully
like a painting on the screen. Jackson has
used the same method in the past in
movies such as ''Lord of the Rings" and
"King Kong'' in order to animate specific
characters. The employment of motioncapture in the framework of an animated
film provides a greater sense of depth
and opens up different possibilities for
the detail in which a character can be
brought to life. Roger Ebert of the
Chicago Sun-Times states that he was
previously skeptical about the use of
motion-capture, thinking that it would
deprive the comic of its original sense of
life. However, Ebert mentions being
"pleasantly surprised" within the first

few minutes as the ambitious approach
"made the characters more believable." I
was also pleasantly surprised with the
result of the animation method. The
finesse and artistry with which the movie
was crafted made it much more enjoyable
to watch. I found myself in awe of the
extreme range of detail as the animation
brought to life not only vast landscapes,
but also the way each hair follicle on a
character's head moved with the wind.
The film's screenplay was written by
Steven Moffat (''Doctor Who") and Edgar
Wright ("Shaun of the Dead"). I originally expected the screenplay to steal the
show since it was once words on the simple newspaper comics that transported
readers into the story; yet I found that
the film's sense of adventure was more
captured by the animation rather than
the screenplay itself. The artistic technicality of the film lent itself as a crutch at
times when the narrative was lacking.
The essence of the characters was captured more through the filmic imagination in which they were crafted rather
than the dialogue they engaged in.
Perhaps this is a consequence of the technological age that we live in. The fact that
the appeal to children was derived more
through visual stimulation rather than a
written sense of story says something
about how entertainment has evolved.
Despite the spirit that the screenplay
lacked, the movie still retained a certain
"Spielbergian'' sense of adventure that is
hard to duplicate. With shipwrecks,
pirates and intricate chase scenes, there
are many elements that dazzle the eye
and establish the movie as a cinematic
delight. However, despite the artistry, the

absence of a captivating screenplay prevents the film from becoming a classic
that will last for generations.

Albert Nobbs:
Tuesday 7:30 p.m. &
Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

Democracy in Film:
Neither Allah, nor Master!
Thursday 7:30 p.m.
The Artist:
Friday 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday 2:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Free Willy.
Friday 11 p.m.
We Need To Talk about Kevin:
Sunday 2:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.,
Monday 7:30 p.m.,
Tuesday 7:30 p.m.
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"The Hunger Games" tops opening weekend box office sales
CHLOE MILLER '14
ARTS EDITOR

While many of you were soaking up
the sun in Punta Cana or Palm Beach,
I spent my spring break at home
catching up on sleep.
So when
Thursday, March 22 rolled around, I
found myself surrounded by groups of
preteen girls flocking the local movie
theater for the 12:01 a.m. showing of
"The Hunger Games" movie. My last
midnight movie viewing was the final
installation of the Harry Potter films,
which clearly merited staying up until
three in the morning, and I was hoping "The Hunger Games" would live
up to the same potential. I read all
three of the books over a three-day
span during winter break, so this was
something I was looking forward to.
For those of you who live under a
rock and haven't heard of the incredi-

ble "Hunger Games" hype-which is
reaching Twilight-level hysteriahere's a quick recap. Set in a postapocalyptic America called Panem,
two children from each of the twelve
districts are chosen at random each
year to compete in the hunger games,
created by the wealthy rulers in the
Capitol. The games are quite literally
a bloody fight to the death, set in an
outdoor arena and seamlessly controlled by a panel of game makers.
The games are televised and every resident of each district is forced to watch
so that the Capitol can remind their
subjects of who's really in charge. The
story follows Katniss Everdeen
(Jennifer Lawrence), the female tribute from the poorest of the districts in
her journey from District 12 to the
Capitol as she trains for and then competes in the Games. It also follows the
relationship between Katniss and

COURTESY OF comingsoon.net
Effie (Elizabeth Banks) presents a stunned Kamiss (Jennifer Lawrence) as the new District 12 tribute.

Peeta Mellark, the other district 12
tribute, who confesses his love for her
right before the games begin, complicating everything further.
I'm a huge advocate of the whole
"the- book-is· always- better-than -themovie" opinion and this was no exception. Also, I don't think anyone can be
a true fan when they've only seen the
movies, so I'm telling everyone right
now: read the books. I don't care if
you've already seen the movie, reading
the book will give you a better understanding of the hidden meanings of a
lot of things the movie failed to point
out. This is not to say that I didn't
find the movie incredible, because I
did. It was suspenseful, adventurous,
and visually appealing in many ways.
Even though I knew the plot, I was
intrigued to see Katniss solve problems and struggle to survive on the big
screen. The visual representation of
the arena was spectacular, especially
when the film cut to the control room,
where a panel of engineers designed
forces and placed them in a 3D hologram version of the entire arena,
demonstrating how great their control
over the outcome of the game really is.
While the book is exclusively from
Katniss's point of view, the movie cuts
back and forth between inside and
outside the arena, which I liked.
The movie followed the book fairly
closely, but because of that it felt a little slow at parts. For example, almost
half the book/movie is about the time
leading up to the games: contemplating near-certain death, saying goodbye
to their families, leaving District 12
for the first time and experiencing the
extravagance and wealth in the
Capitol for the first time. In the book,
this plot is kept flowing by the
author's (Suzanne Collins) elaborate
descriptions and deep emotional

responses from Katniss. In the movie,
though, the extravagance is only visu al, and the first half of the movie
seemed to drag because of it. It was
redeemed once the games and action
began, but my anticipation was so
high that I couldn't fully appreciate
the first half.
The acting in the film was fairly
solid. As with any case of taking a
character from the page to the screen,
someone's expectations are going to be
disappointed. Lawrence captured
Katniss's steely demeanor and dedica tion impeccably, but I thought some of
her emotional displays fell flat. For
example, when she realizes she must
play up her feelings for Peeta in order
to gain the favor of the game makers,
her efforts are entirely unconvincing.
When she must figure out a plan to
destroy the gigantic booby-trapped
food supply of the other tributes, the
plan comes quickly, a little too easily,
and a little unrealistic in my opinion.
The supporting roles (Elizabeth Banks
as PR manager Effie, Lionel Richie as
stylist Cinna, and Stanley Tucci as
Head interviewer Caesar Flickerman)
added a little humor and star power
that I thought really carried the film
well.
"The Hunger Games" may be touted as the new "Twilight," but it
smashed all box-office records of the
vampire saga. In fact, "The Hunger
Games" had the third-highest grossing
opening weekend ever, and first highest for a non-sequel. The movie left
some details to be desired, especially
for fans of the book, but achieved a
visual and adventurous quality that
kept me on the edge of my seat for the
majority of the film. With at least two
movies to follow, this is one fan-crazed
adventure story that's here to stick
around.

TRINITY COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
2012 PRIZES
The Fred Pfeil Memorial Prize in Creative Writing
This Prize in Creative Writing is awarded annually for a piece of literary work (fiction, poetry, play script, screenplay, creative nonfiction) which addresses issues of social justice and the impact of culture and politics on human relationships. One submission per student.
SHORT STORIES
The Trinity Alumnus Prizes in Fiction - short stories of any length.
One submission per student.
POEMS
John Curtis Underwood Memorial Prizes in Poetry
up to four pages of poetry from each student.
THE ACADEMY OF AMERICAN POETS PRIZE
An award for one poem and possible publication in a nationally-distributed journal. One submission per student.
PLAYS
The Frank W. Whitlock Prizes in Drama - for one-act play scripts.
One submission from each student.
ESSAYS
The Alumni Prizes in English Composition - for expository writing.
Papers originally written for college courses will be accepted if conscientiously revised and retyped. One submission from each student.

SPEECHES
The F.A. Brown Prizes in Public Speaking
-Each speech will be an original persuasive speech of 5-8
minutes long on some contemporary issue selected by the student
speakers.
-Students wishing to enter this contest must sign up with
Christina Bolio in the English Department - 860-297-2036
no later than Monday, April 16, 2012.
-All contestants will deliver their speeches starting at 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, April 19, 2012 in Rittenberg Lounge, Mather Hall.

DEADLINE for all submissions (EXCEPT FOR SPEECH CONTEST)
FRIDAY, APRIL 13 at 11 :59 P.M.
This is a FIRM deadline and non-negotiable.
Send your cover sheet and your work as email attachments to our
specially-designated address: EnglishContest@trincoll .edu
Make sure to re-type the address, do not cut and paste into the
email.
DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON YOUR WORK.
PLEASE INCLUDE A SEPARATE COVER SHEET WITH YOUR
NAME
AND BOX NUMBER TO ENSURE ANONYMITY.

Submissions will not be returned. Winners will be announced at the
Honors Day Ceremony, on Friday, May 4, 2012, at 3:30 p.m. in the
College Chapel.
These contests are open to all undergraduate students (including
IDP students) presently registered at Trinity College.
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Softball wins two of the three games against Bates at home
KAYLA CHADWICK '12
STAFF WRITER

The Trinity College softball
team opened at home this
weekend, taking two out of
three games from Bates. The
Bantams split their Friday
doubleheader, and won their
game on Saturday, bringing
them to 8-6 overall, and 2-1 in
NESCAC play.
Friday's first game saw
Bates scoring a run in the second and third innings, while
Trinity was held scoreless until
the bottom of the fifth. With
two on and one out, Claire
Prosperi '14 came into the
game as a pinch-hitter and
promptly knocked the ball into
center field, bringing Olivia
Berry '14 and Katherine Poulos
'12 around to score the
Bantams' only runs of the
game. Bates pitcher Kristen
Finn held Trinity scoreless
through the remaining frames,
and Bates broke the tie with a
run in each of the last two
innings.
The second game of the dou bleheader remained scoreless
until the third inning, as Bates
scored a run in the top of the
frame but Trinity answered
with three of their own.
Christina Galese '14 led off the
inning with a double, and
Kerry McCarthy '13 reached on
an error by the Bates shortstop.
Caroline Blanchard '13 then hit
an RBI double scoring Galese
and putting two players in scor-

COURTESY OF athletics.trincoll.edu
Christina Galese '14 hits a ball into the outfield, contributing to their two wins.

COURTESY OF athletics.trincoll.edu
Bantams aim to keep momentum going as they look to their next game with Tufts.

ing position with no outs. Three
walks to Poulos, Prosperi, and
Amelia Mosovoy '13 would
score the Bantams' next two
runs before Bates made a pitching change to get out of the
inning.
Trinity scored twice more in
the fourth inning when Abby
Ostrom'14 hit a two-run home-

walked and eventually came
around to score on a Kristina
Yu '12 single. Bates evened the
score in the top of the third
after three singles, but that
would be their only run of the
day as Poulos earned her second win in two days. Galese
scored the game-winning run
in the bottom of the fifth with a

run to deep right field, scoring
herself and Blanchard. Poulos
pitched the entire second game,
and allowed one run on six hits
with no walks and four strikeouts in the win.
On Saturday, the Bantams
looked to keep up their momentum, scoring first in the bottom
of the second inning, as Berry

solo homer.
Trinity will play at Tufts
this coming weekend, with a
single game on Friday, April
6th at 4 p.m., and a doubleheader the next day beginning
at noon. The next home game
for the Bantams will be on
Wednesday, April 18, at 3 p.m.
against Wesleyan.

Trinity Trap and Skeet Club competes in the Yale Invitational
WILL WALTHALL '14
SPORTS EDITOR

In the fall of 2010 Blake
Tyler
' 12
and
Alberto
Martinez '12 wanted to start a
club centered around their
unique interest: shooting .
Though there are well over
100 clubs at Trinity centered
on a wide array of interests,
shooting trap and skeet was
foreign to the Trinity community. After a successful proposal, Tyler and Martinez
were granted the funds to create the Trinity College Trap
and Skeet Club.
In the past year, the club
has established a relationship
with the Hartford Gun Club
and recently obtained a total
college membership. The club
has been going to the shooting
range nearly every week
throughout the year and continues to attract more and
more students. After all,
shooting a shotgun can be
pretty fun. Co-founder Tyler is
excited about how far the club
has come thus far. "We have
grown substantially over the
past year, and we hope that
the club remains active for
many years to come. While
some students have grown up
shooting, others are taking it
up for the first time.
Ultimately, it brings together

COURTESY OF Blake Tyler
Members of the Trinity College Trap and Skeet Club take a break during practice.

COURTESY OF Andy Petit
Trap and Skeet member Ryan Marcelo '14 takes aim at clay pigeons during practice.

students of all ages under a
common interest."
Each week, members of the
club practice three different
types of shooting: trap, skeet
and five stand. In trap, clay
pigeons are shot out of a hut
in different directions while
shooters remain at one firing
station. Skeet is different, as
the pigeons are continuously
launched in the same direction from a "high house" and a
"low house" but shooters fire
from seven different stations

a league of their own, but the
club's president has high
hopes for the future of Trinity
Trap and Skeet. "Very few of
our peer institutions offer
shooting, and we hope that
this can become something
that distinguishes us within
the NESCAC."
The team looks forward to
their next contest, the New
England Clay Cup. The
largest collegiate competition
in New England will play host
to many of the same teams at

during the event. The final
event, five stand, is more representative of real bird shooting than the other two events.
The Trinity Trap and Skeet
Club recently took part in
their first competition on
March 25 at the Yale
Invitational in New Haven.
The
Bantams
competed
against Yale, Harvard, UVM,
MIT and Army and were
pleased with their perform ance. Tyler remarked that
Yale, UVM and Army were in

the Yale invitational as well as
Northeastern
and fellow
NESCAC school Tufts. Tyler,
Martinez and the other fortysome members of the club
take their shooting seriously
and are keen on expanding
and sustaining the Trap and
Skeet Club. Considering that
there are numerous me.mbers
from each current class here
at Trinity, the co-presidents
are confident that Trap and
Skeet will remain at Trinity
for years to come.
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The Trinity Tripod

Men's Lacrosse takes first place in

NESCAC with win over Tufts

JORDAN HILLIER '15
SPORTS EDITOR

This past Saturday, March
31, the Trinity College men's
lacrosse team matched up
against last year;s national
runner-up Tufts University to
compete for the first spot in the
NESCAC League. Both teams
entered the game with 3-0
records in the League, with
Tufts having an overall record
of 5-1 and Trinity 4-2. Despite
Tufts being one of Trinity's
toughest competitors this season, the Bantams triumphed
over the Jumbos with a 9-8 victory in overtime.
Tufts started the game off
strong with a goal by Jordan
Korinis in the first quarter
with 11:3g remaining. Trinity
responded immediately, setting
a rhythm for the first frame,
with an unassisted goal from
Nick Shaheen '13. This was followed by two goals from Tufts'
players Kevin McCormick and
Peter Bowers, which were
interrupted by a goal from
Bantam Jack Castelli '15 that
was assisted by Terence Olsen
'14. The teams finished the
first quarter with the score-

COURTESTY OF flickr.com/trincoll.edu
Bantams celebrate their win against Tufts and their title as first in the NESCAC.

COURTESY OF flickr.com/trincoll.edu
Trinity beat Tufts in overtime with a final score of 9-8, giving them a record of 5-2

swered goals within three minutes of the second quarter, the
first two of which were scored
by Shaheen. James O'Connell
'15, assisted by Olsen, scored
the third goal for the Bantams
with 10: 12 remaining in the
period, making the score 5-3
with Trinity in the lead. Will
Benjamin '14 scored again for
the Bantams nine seconds
later, which was followed by a
goal from Tufts player Chris
Schoenhut that was assisted
by Korinis. The two teams
headed into half time with a

seat to the Jumbos in the
fourth quarter as Tufts put two
balls into the net that went
unanswered by Trinity. Despite
the two goals by Tufts players
McCormick and Bowers that
tied the game, Peter Johnson
'12, goalie for the Bantams,
played an amazing game making 19 saves throughout the
game.
As Trinity's lead dissipated
throughout the second half, the
two teams entered overtime.
Tufts was on attack in the
beginning of the four minute
period, firing a few tricky shots
at Trinity's defense that the
team was able to ward off.

The Bantams continued to
build their lead over the
Jumbos in the second half scoring two consecutive goals. Both
goals were completed by attack
player Rob Nogueras '13, the
second of which was assisted
by Matthew Hauck '15. While
Trinity had been maintaining a
strong lead over Tufts throughout the second quarter and into
the third, the Jumbos began to
make a comeback scoring two
goals with two minutes left in
the third. Tufts players Beau
Woods and Bowers scored mak-

board reading 3-2, Tufts in the

score of 6-4, Trinity holding a

ing the game 6-8 when heading

lead against Trinity.
Trinity scored four unan-

lead over its talented competitors.

into the final quarter.
The Bantams took a back-

Trinity College Bantams

This Day in Sports: April 3
1985 -The NBA grants the owners of the Kansas
City Kings the right to move to Sacramento, CA.
The Kings moved due to the unprofitable market in Missouri and were later forced to pay the
Golden State Warroirs a stipend for joining
them in California.
2005 - Tampa Bay Rays outfielder Alex Sanchez
is the first player suspended under the MLB 's
new anti-drug policy. Sanchez was held ten
days without pay and would not play another
season in the league after 2005.
J..

Trinity was back on attack within the last two minutes of overtime. Nogueras, assisted by
Hauck, fired off a shot with 1:37
left that flew past the Tufts
goalie, giving the Bantams vie·
tory over the Jumbos. Trinity
College now takes its place as
first in the NESCAC League
with a record of 4-0 in the
Conference, as Tufts falls with a
record of 3-1. Trinity's victory
over Tufts gave them their fifth
consecutive win, and the team
now looks ahead to their next
game
against
Western
Connecticut State University,
where they hope to continue
their winning streak.
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Men's Lacrosse
vs. Western
Conn. State
at Bowdoin

2p.m.
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Softball
at Tufts

4p.m.
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2006- The Florida Gators defeated the UCLA
Bruins in the NCAA Men's Baketball
Championship in Indianapolis. Betweem the two I April 6
~
teams, a whopping ten players went on to play
~
~
in the NBA. Joakim Noah had 16 points, 9
~
~
~
rebounds, and a championship record of 6
I
April 7
blocks to lead the Gators to their first-ever
~
national title.
April 5

4p.m.

Women's Lacrosse
vs. Colby
4p.m.
12 p.m.
vs. Bowdoin
Baseball
at Tufts

3p.m.

Men's Tennis
at Conn. College

3p.m.

Women's Tennis
at Babson

3:30 p.m.

